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men. So little attention has hitherto been given
to motive in American politics that the modern
student still lacks a clear-cut and intelligent
perception of these various factions. In spite of
this fact, however, these men may safely be re-
garded as being distinctly more intellectual, and
as having distinctly deeper natures, than the
men who came together under the leadership of
Tootnbs arid Gobi), and who had the true pro-
vincial enthusiasm for politics as the great Ameri-
can sport.
The factions of both Toombs and Yancey were
intensely Southern and, whenever a crisis might
come, neither meant to hesitate an instant over
striking hard for the South. Toombs, however,
wanted to prevent such a situation., while Yancey
was anxious to force one. The former conceived
felicity as the joy of playing politics on the biggest
si age, and he therefore11 bent all his strength, to
preserving the so-called national parties; the
latter, scornful of all such union, was for a sepa-
rate Southern community.
Furthermore, no man could become enthusi-
astic about political evasion unless by nature he
also took kindly to compromise. So, Toombs and
.his followers were for preserving the negative